
DESCRIPTION
White, opaque cream.

COMPOSITION
Gentamicin (as Sulphate) 0.1% w/w.

PHARMACODYNAMICS
Gentamicin is an aminoglycosides and bactericidal. It is 
actively transported across the bacterial cell membrane, binds 
to a specific receptor protein on the 30 S subunit of bacterial 
ribosomes and interferes with an initiation complex between 
mRNA (messenger RNA) and the 30 S subunit, inhibiting 
protein synthesis. DNA may be misread, thus producing 
nonfunctional proteins; polyribosomes are split apart and are 
unable to synthesize protein.

PHARMACOKINETICS
Although not absorbed through intact skin, topical gentamicin 
is readily absorbed from larger denuded, burned or granulat-
ing areas. Greater and more rapid absorption occurs with 
gentamicin cream than with the ointment. When gentamicin is 
applied to large areas of denuded (e.g. burned) body surface, 
plasma concentrations can reach 1mg/ml. Plasma elimination 
half-life for gentamicin is 2 to 3 hours and may be considera-
bly longer in neonates and patients with renal impairment. 
Gentamicin is excreted in urine.

INDICATIONS
Treatment of impetigo erythema and other localised primarily 
bacterial skin infection with a Gram-negative component and 
also for secondary bacterial infections complicating other 
pre-existing dermatoses.

CONTRAINDICATIONS
Gentamicin is contraindicated in patients with a known history 
of allergy to it and probably to other aminoglycosides.

As this preparation contains propylene glycol, it should be 
avoided in patients who are hypersensitive to the propylene 
glycol.

WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS
The overgrowth of nonsusceptible organisms, including fungi 
occasionally occurs with the use of topical antibiotics. If this 
occurs, or irritation, sensitization or superinfection develops, 
treatment should be discontinued and consult physician.

When gentamicin is applied topically to large denuded areas 
of skin, the small risk of ototoxicity from systemic absorption 
should be considered, especially in the elderly and in those 
with impaired renal function.

Use of topical gentamicin preparation in closed hospital 
settings is actively discouraged

 

PREGNANCY AND LACTATION
Consideration should be given to the possibility of foetal 
ototoxicity when gentamicin is applied topically to large 
denuded areas of skin.

MAIN SIDE/ADVERSE EFFECTS
The following side-effects resulting in hypersensitivity 
reactions may occur:
• itching
• redness
• swelling
• other sign of irritation not present before therapy

OVERDOSE AND TREATMENT
Clinical features
Redness and itching of skin

Treatment 
Discontinuation of therapy will normally bring about relief to 
the symptoms

DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION
Adults
Topical, to the skin, 3 or 4 times a day.

Paediatric
Children over 1 year of age - see adult dose.

Note: The information given here is limited. For further 
information, consult your doctor or pharmacist.

Storage:
Store below 30˚C.

Presentation/Packing:
Cream 0.1% x 15 g
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