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Vetmedin® 
1.25 mg chewable tablets for dogs  
5 mg chewable tablets for dogs 

Marketing authorization holder 
Rhone Ma Malaysia Sdn Bhd (200001023279),
Lot 18A & 18B, Jalan 241, Seksyten 51A,
46100 Petaling Jaya,
Selangor, Malaysia

Manufacturer responsible for batch release: 
BI Promeco S.A. de C.V. 
Calle Maiz 49, Barrio Xaltocan 
Del. Xochimilco 
C.P. 16090, Mexico City,
Mexico 

Statement of the active substance and other 
ingredients Active substance: 
Pimobendan 1.25mg 
Pimobendan 5mg 

 telbat elbawehC
: gm 52.1 miehlegnI regnirheoB htiw dessobme ,stops etihw enfi htiw stelbat nworb delttom ,derocs ,gnolbO  

 .10P dna ogol

: gm 5  regnirheoB htiw dessobme ,stops etihw enfi htiw stelbat nworb delttom ,derocs ,lavO miehlegnI ogol  
 .30P dna

 .strap lauqe otni dedivid eb nac telbat ehT

 noitacidnI
  raluvlav ro yhtapoymoidrac detalid morf gnitanigiro eruliaf traeh evitsegnoc eninac fo tnemtaert eht roF

 .)noitatigruger evlav dipsucirt ro/dna lartim( ycneicfifusni
 .)”noitartsinimda fo dohtem dna setuor ,egasoD“ noitces osla eeS(

tfel ni esaercni na htiw citamotpmysa( egats lacinilcerp eht ni yhtapoymoidrac detalid fo tnemtaert eht roF  
cihpargoidracohce gniwollof srehcsniP namreboD ni )retemaid cilotsaid-dne dna cilotsys-dne ralucirtnev  

 .esaesid caidrac fo sisongaid
-otpmysa( egats lacinilcerp eht ni )DVMM( esaesid evlav lartim suotamoxym htiw sgod fo tnemtaert eht roF

-pmys lacinilc fo tesno eht yaled ot )ezis traeh desaercni fo ecnedive dna rumrum lartim cilotsys a htiw citam
 .)”slamina ni esu rof snoituacerp laicepS“ dna ”sgninraw laicepS“ noitces ees( eruliaf traeh fo smot

 snoitacidniartnoC
-rac ni tnemevorpmi na hcihw ni sesaesid ni ro seihtapoymoidrac cihportrepyh ni desu eb ot ton si nidemteV
si nidemteV ecniS .)sisonets citroa .g.e( snosaer lacimotana ro lanoitcnuf rof deveihca eb tonnac tuptuo caid  

ees( noitcnuf revil fo tnemriapmi ereves htiw sgod ni desu eb ton dluohs ti ,revil eht aiv ylniam dezilobatem  
 .)yal ro noitatcal ,ycnangerp gnirud esu no noitces osla

 snoitcaeR esrevdA
eseht ,revewoH .rucco nac gnitimov dna )etar traeh ni esir( tceffe ciportonorhc ylevitisop thgils a sesac erar nI  

-ona ,aehrraid tneisnart sesac erar nI .esod eht gnicuder yb dediova eb nac dna tnedneped-esod era stceffe
devresbo neeb sah noitatigruger evlav lartim ni esaercni na ,sesac erar nI .devresbo neeb evah ygrahtel ro aixer  

-omip htiw pihsnoitaler a hguohtlA .esaesid evlav lartim htiw sgod ni tnemtaert nadnebomip cinorhc gnirud
eaihcetep( sisatsomeah yramirp no stceffe fo sngis ,sesac erar yrev ni ,dehsilbatse ylraelc neeb ton sah nadneb  
-pasid sngis esehT .tnemtaert gnirud devresbo eb yam )segahrromeah suoenatucbus ,senarbmem suocum no

  .nwardhtiw si tnemtaert eht nehw raep
 :noitnevnoc gniwollof eht gnisu denfied si snoitcaer esrevda fo ycneuqerf ehT

-  )tnemtaert eno fo esruoc eht gnirud snoitcaer esrevda gniyalpsid slamina 01 ni 1 naht erom( nommoc yrev
-  )slamina 001 ni slamina 01 naht ssel tub 1 naht erom( nommoc
-  )slamina 000,1 ni slamina 01 naht ssel tub 1 naht erom( nommocnu
-  )slamina 000,01 ni slamina 01 naht ssel tub 1 naht erom( erar
-  )stroper detalosi gnidulcni ,slamina 000,01 ni lamina 1 naht ssel( erar yrev

yraniretev ruoy mrofni esaelp ,teflael siht ni denoitnem ton stceffe rehto ro stceffe suoires yna eciton uoy fI  
 .noegrus

 seiceps tegraT
 goD

 noitartsinimda fo dohtem dna )s(etuor ,seiceps hcae rof egasoD
 .egasod dednemmocer eht deecxe ton oD

 .egasod tcerroc erusne ot tnemtaert erofeb yletarucca thgiewydob eht enimreteD
 gm 6.0 ot gm 2.0 fo egnar esod eht nihtiw dna deretsinimda yllaro eb dluohs esod ehT nadnebomip -ydob gk /

yliad owt otni dedivid ,thgiewydob gk/gm 5.0 si esod yliad elbareferp ehT .sesod yliad owt otni dedivid ,thgiew  
 .gnideef erofeb ruoh 1 yletamixorppa nevig eb dluohs esod hcaE .)hcae thgiewydob gk/gm 52.0( sesod

 :ot sdnopserroc sihT
thgiewydob a rof gnineve eht ni telbat elbawehc gm 52.1 eno dna gninrom eht ni telbat elbawehc gm 52.1 enO  

 .gk 5 fo
02 fo thgiewydob a rof gnineve eht ni telbat elbawehc gm 5 eno dna gninrom eht ni telbat elbawehc gm 5 enO  

 .gk
.thgiewydob eht ot gnidrocca ycarucca egasod rof ,dedivorp enil erocs eht ta devlah eb nac stelbat elbawehC  

 .edimesoruf .g.e ,citeruid a htiw denibmoc eb osla yam stelbat elbawehc nidemteV

 a fo esu tnerrucnoc eht yb detaunetta eb yam nadnebomiP β  .rekcolb lennahc muiclac a ro rekcolb cigrenerd-

  lawardhtiW
 elbacilppa toN

 snoituacerP egarotS laicepS
 .nerdlihc fo hcaer dna thgis eht fo tuo peeK

 C°03 evoba erots ton oD
 .erutsiom morf tcetorp ot redro ni desolc ylthgit reniatnoc eht peeK

retfa elttob dna notrac eht no detats si hcihw etad yripxe eht retfa tcudorp lanicidem yraniretev siht esu ton oD  
 .htnom taht fo yad tsal eht ot srefer etad yripxe ehT .PXE

 .emit noitartsinimda txen eht ta telbat dedivid yna esU

 sgninraw laicepS
  lairta htiw snamreboD ni MCD citamotpmysa fo sesac ni detset neeb ton sah tcudorp ehT

 .aidracyhcat ralucirtnev deniatsus ro noitallirbfi

-gis htiw sgod ni esaesid evlav lartim suotamoxym citamotpmysa fo sesac ni detset neeb ton sah tcudorp ehT
 .aimhtyhrrayhcat ralucirtnev ro/dna ralucirtnevarpus tnacfiin

 mm 5,713 x 721 0/000000000 aisyalaM  GH.053.71.APV.VIB tp88.6   9102.40.80 2  kcalB



Special precautions for use 

Special precautions for use in animals 
The blood glucose should be tested regularly during treatment in dogs with existing diabetes mellitus. 

For use in the “preclinical stage” of dilated cardiomyopathy (asymptomatic with an increase in left ventricular 
end-systolic and end-diastolic diameter), a diagnosis should be made by means of a comprehensive cardiac 
examination (incl. echocardiographic examination and possibly Holter monitoring). 
For use in the preclinical stage of myxomatous mitral valve disease (stage B2, according to ACVIM consensus: 
asymptomatic with mitral murmur ≥3/6 and cardiomegaly due to myxomatous mitral valve disease), a diagno-
sis should be made by means of a comprehensive physical and cardiac examination which should include 
echocardiography or radiography where appropriate. (See also “Pharmacodynamic properties”). 
Monitoring of cardiac function and morphology is recommended in animals treated with pimobendan (see 
also section on adverse reactions). 
The chewable tablets are flavoured. In order to avoid any accidental ingestion, store tablets out of reach of the 
animals. 

Special precautions to be taken by the person administering the veterinary medicinal product to animals 
In case of accidental ingestion, seek medical advice immediately and show the package leaflet or the label to 
the physician. 
Wash hands after use. 
Advice to doctors: accidental ingestion, especially by a child, may lead to the occurrence of tachycardia, 
orthostatic hypotension, flushing of the face and headaches. 

Use during pregnancy and lactation: 
Laboratory studies in rats and rabbits have not produced any evidence of teratogenic or foetotoxic effects. 
However, these studies have shown evidence of maternotoxic and embryotoxic effects at high doses, and 
have also shown that pimobendan is excreted into milk. The safety of the product has not been assessed in 
pregnant or nursing bitches. Use only according to the benefit/risk assessment by the responsible veterinar-
ian. 

Interaction: 
In pharmacological studies no interaction between the cardiac glycoside strophanthin and pimobendan was 
observed. The pimobendan-induced increase in cardiac contractility is attenuated by the calcium antagonists 
verapamil and diltiazem and by the -antagonist propranolol. 

Overdose: 
In the case of overdose, a positive chronotropic effect, vomiting, apathy, ataxia, heart murmurs or  
hypotension may occur. In this situation, the dosage should be reduced and appropriate symptomatic treat-
ment should be initiated.  
In prolonged exposure (6 months) of healthy beagle dogs at 3 and 5 times the recommended dose, mitral 
valve thickening and left ventricular hypertrophy were observed in some dogs. These changes are of pharma-
codynamic origin. 

Pharmacological Properties 
Pharmacotherapeutic group: Cardiac stimulants excl. cardiac glycosides, phosphodiesterase inhibitors ATCvet 
Code: QC01CE90 

Pharmacodynamic properties: 
Pimobendan, a benzimidazole-pyridazinone derivative has a positive inotropic action and possesses pro-
nounced vasodilator properties. 
The positive inotropic effect of pimobendan is mediated by two mechanisms of action: increase in calcium 
sensitivity of cardiac myofilaments and inhibition of phosphodiesterase III. Thus the positive inotropism is 
triggered neither by an action similar to that of the cardiac glycosides nor sympathomimetics. 
The vasodilator effect arises from inhibition of phosphodiesterase III. 
By combining these mechanisms of action, a cardioprotective effect is achieved. This is manifested by better 
neuroendocrine regulation of the heart, improved haemodynamics (e.g. positive lusitropy) and a partial rever-
sal of progressive morphological changes to the heart, which leads to a reduction in heart size. 
When used in cases of symptomatic valvular insufficiency in conjunction with furosemide the product has 
been shown to improve the quality of life and extend life expectancy in treated dogs. When used in a limited 
number of cases of symptomatic dilated cardiomyopathy in conjunction with furosemide, enalapril and 
digoxin, the product has been shown to improve the quality of life and to extend life expectancy in treated 
dogs. 
In a randomized and placebo controlled study in 363 dogs with preclinical myxomatous mitral valve disease, 
the median time to onset of clinical signs of heart failure or cardiac death/euthanasia was extended by 
approximately 15 months in dogs receiving pimobendan. Additionally, there was a reduction in the heart size 
of dogs treated with pimobendan in the preclinical stage of myxomatous mitral valve disease. Furthermore, 
overall survival time was prolonged by approximately 170 days in all dogs receiving pimobendan independent 
of their cause of death (cardiac death/ euthanasia and noncardiac death/ euthanasia). Dogs in the pimoben-
dan group spent a longer time in the study (347.4 patient years) than those in the placebo group (267.7 
patient years) resulting in a lower rate of occurrence of clinical symptoms of the myxomatous mitral valve dis-
ease or congestive heart failure and its sequelae. 
In a randomized and placebo controlled study including Doberman Pinschers with preclinical dilated cardiom-
yopathy (asymptomatic with an increase in left ventricular end-systolic and end-diastolic diameter following 
echocardiographic diagnosis), the time to onset of congestive heart failure or sudden death was extended and 
survival time was prolonged among dogs administered pimobendan. 
Additionally, there was a reduction in the heart size of dogs treated with pimobendan in the preclinical stage 
of dilated cardiomyopathy. Efficacy evaluation is based on data from 19 (of 39) and 25 (of 37) dogs that 
reached the primary efficacy endpoint in the pimobendan and the placebo group, respectively. 

Pharmacokinetic particulars: 
Absorption: 
After oral administration of pimobendan the absolute bioavailability is 60-63%. Since simultaneous or previ-
ous food intake reduces the bioavailability, pimobendan should be administered about 1 hour before feeding. 
Distribution: 
The volume of distribution is 2.6 l/kg, indicating that pimobendan. The mean plasma protein binding is 93%. 
Metabolism: 
The compound is demethylated by oxidation to the major active metabolite (UD-CG212). 
Further metabolic steps are phase II conjugates of UD-CG212, such as glucuronides and sulphates. 
Elimination: 
The plasma elimination half-life of pimobendan is 0.4 ± 0.1 hours, which corresponds to the high clearance of 
90 ± 19 ml/min/kg and the short mean residence of 0.5 ± 0.1 hours. 
The most significant active metabolite is eliminated with a plasma elimination half-life of 2.0 ± 0.3 hours. 
Almost the entire dose is eliminated in the faeces. 

Incompatibilities: 
None known 

Shelf life: 
Shelf life of the veterinary medicinal product as packaged for sale: 3 years 
Use any divided tablet at the next administration time. 

Pack sizes: 
1.25 mg: Cardboard box containing 50 or 100 tablets in a polyethylene bottle, closed with a polypropylene 
child-resistant screw cap. 

5 mg: Cardboard box containing 50 tablets in a polyethylene bottle, closed with a polypropylene child-resist-
ant screw up. 

Not all pack sizes may be marketed. 

Date of revision: 
DD/MM/YYYY 

Vetmedin® is a registered trademark of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH, used under licence. 
For any information about this veterinary medicinal product, please contact the local Representative of the 
marketing authorization holder. 
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